
Proposal for an International Research Collaborative 
Collaborative Research Network (CRN02) on Citizenship and Migration 

The organizers are members of the Citizenship and Migration CRN with an interest in comparative and 
transnational research. While we vary in our particular research concerns and experiences, we share an 
interest in the dynamic relationship between immigrant sending and receiving nations. We welcome the 
opportunity to form an IRC to explore key socio-legal aspects of this relationship, such as legal 
consciousness, legal norms, and the inter-layering of legal institutions within migration contexts. 

Deploying ourselves as research teams, with one or two organizers paired with one or two participants 
from B and C countries, we propose to explore the theme of access to rights for non-citizens from various 
disciplinary perspectives. The extent to which migrants have access to rights depends on whether these 
groups are perceived as prospective citizens or as temporary sojourners, and nations also vary in the 
attention given to integration. In the United States, efforts to help newly arrived migrants adjust to their 
adopted communities tend to be regarded as a local affair, of little significance to overall immigration 
policy. By contrast, in neighboring Canada, integration of immigrants and refugees is considered a federal 
responsibility of significant proportions. We know almost nothing about how this issue is conceived and 
acted upon in migrant-receiving states in the Global South. In a country such as Mexico, exploring the 
extent to which migrant communities of different origin have been incorporated provides a window into 
the dynamics of citizenship and national identity in a traditionally migrant-sending state. In other parts of 
the world, particularly in the migrant-receiving states of the Asia-Pacific and Middle East regions, 
extensions of rights to non-citizens remains a highly controversial matter, and those who advocate on 
behalf of migrant workers pose fundamental challenges to existing models of national membership. 
Finally, in contemporary settler-colonial societies, the politics of demography and national identity have 
led to efforts to encourage the emigration of members of the minority population. 

It is important, when examining access to membership for non-citizen communities, to broaden the scope 
of inquiry beyond formal policy-making to other citizen-making structures, such as workplace hierarchy 
or disabilities created by legal status. We look forward to carrying this conversation to a global level. This 
will involve understanding the layering of law, including the interaction of traditional sources of law with 
regional and international human rights instruments designed to protect migrant worker and refugee rights. 
In short, this IRC provides a terrific opportunity to push our understanding of citizenship and migration to 
a new level.  

The specific topics that we will explore center on access to law; the impact of legal distinctions between 
citizens and non-citizens, legal migrants and unauthorized migrants; and the challenges of integrating 
those forced to move against their will, such as deportees and refugees. The geographic contexts vary 
widely and include North America, Australia, Singapore, Mexico, El Salvador, and the Middle East. This 
wonderful diversity around a few central themes will allow for a rich set of related panels that should be 
of broad interest within our CRN on Citizenship and Migration and in the Law and Society community as 
a whole. 

Expected scholarly product: 

We anticipate that each research/writing pairing will produce either a peer-reviewed article that will 
appear with others in this IRC in a special issue of a journal or a chapter in a book edited by the IRC 
organizers. 

 

For more information, please contact Doris Marie Provine or Leila Kawar. 
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